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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN POLICY

1. Introduction

S ateguardaing 15 everyonme’s responsibility. Deen Coonsoul
safeguard and proomote the welfare of children and is coom m
feflects statutory respoonsibilities, governm et guidance an
ATl emildren, regardiess of age, Gisability, gender, racial he
fdentity, hawve the right to equal protection froom all types o
Tohis policy s opiies to sl imternsl staff snd candidates ana
for ev eryone involved in Deen Coonsult Services Lta. Failure
safeguarding procedures moay result in  disciplinary act
e mpioy moe ot snd/or coontract
Al camdidaates placed by D oeen Coomsoult Services Ltd ar
srramge moeonts for safeg uarding children in the orgaonisatio
Wn @ erstanaing regardaing abuse snd neg lect in sl form s in
Were st Deen Comsult Services Ltd woe expoect all staff, a
practice in safeguarding. In order to 4o so, they snoow e
o R e a d, understand, accept an d a ¢t in accordance w
o B e vigilannt a n d follo w professional ¢odes of ¢co n d
safe working practices
o R e p ort any co ncer s or disclos ures related to the
L4 U n dertak.e m a n datory safeguarding a n d € hild prote
provided
L4 H el p e d ucate learners/service users in place m e nts
acting as 2 sood role mood el
Tohis molicy showia b resd in coonjunction with our otner re
° Woe sith s satety policy
° Allegations poticy
° Coom o piaiats policy
° Code of Condouct
° Sater Recruitmoe nt
° Wohistlebio wing policy
Tohis policy aligns with AP S Co safeguarding standards aond

2. Definitions
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e ducation, is a me mber of the armed forces, Is in hospital o
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imflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent hoarm
Thoe Children Act 1989 defines ‘harm’' as “ill-treat ment or the i mpoairment of health or develop men
‘Develop moe nt means physical, intellectual, emotional, social or behavioural development; "heal
m e aons physical or moental hoealth; and ‘ill-treat mennt’ includes sexual abuse and forms of ill-treatme
wohich are nmot physical. As a result of the Adooption and Children Act 2002, the definition of harm a

includes “imopairment suffered by hearing or seeing the ill-treatment of another?"
Ab ous e may be perpetrated by an individual from the <child's school, co m m u nity, family, those in
position of trust or another child

ATl staff showuld be a ware that children can abuse other children (often referred to as peer-on-pe
a b ousoe) This s most likely to include bouct may not be limited to boullying (including cyberbullyin
P hysical abuse, sexual violence, sexual harass ment, up-skirting, sexting (also kno wn as youth produc
sex ual imoagery); and initiation/hazing type violence and rituals

Child abuse can be one of the following categories as set put in Working Together to Safeguard CHhildr

.
ADUS: .. ... . o i e e e e e e e e ey e et h et e e ey e

hoar m, or by failing to act to prevent harm HWoarm can include ill treatment that is not physical as well
the impact of witnessing ill treat ment of others. This can be particularly relevant, for examople, in relati
to the imopact an children of all forms of do mestic abuse, including whoere they see, hear, or expericn
its effects Children may be abused in a fa mily or in an institutional or extra-familial contexts by tho
kmo w o to them or, more rarely, by others Abuse can take place woholly online, or techanology may
Used to facilitate offline ab use Children moay be abused by an adult or adults, or another child
childroen

DOMESHIC ADUSE: ... .. . . . ittt et htie e he st et s aietey et

imcluding a) physical or sexual abuse; b) violent or threatening behaviour; c¢) controlling or coerci
beh aviour; d¢) econo mic abuse; and e) psychological, e motional, or other abuse
Under the statutory definition, both the person who Is carrying out the behaviour and¢ the person
wohom the behaviour is directed to wards moust be aged 16 or over and they moust be Persona
connectedr (as defined in section 2 af the Do mestic Abuse Act 20 2 1) The definition ensucres th
@ifferent types of relationships are captured, including ex-partners and family members

All children can exoperience and be adversely affected by do mestic abuse in the context of their ho
life where domestic abuse occurs bet ween fa mily members, including where those being abusive
not live with thoe child Experiencing domestic abuse can have a sigaificant i mopact on children Se et
3 of the Do om estic Abuse Act 2021 recognises the Impact of do mestic abuse on children (0 to 18),
Vieti ms in their o won right, If they see, hear or experience the effects of abuse

Yo ung peoople can also experience do m e stic abuse within their own Intimate relationships. This form
Chilg-omn-child abuse is sometimes referred to as teenage relationship abouse bepending on the age
the young people, this may not be recognised in law under the statutory definition of do mestic abu
(if one or both parties are under 16) HWo wever, as with any child under 18, where there are concer
ab o wut safety or welfare, child safeguarding procedures should be followed and both younag victims a
young perpetrators showuld be offered supoport

The "Doomoestic Abuse Act 2021 statutory guidance’ provides furthoer advice for frontiine profession
W h o have respoonsibility for safesguarding and supoporting victims of do m estic abuse, Including c¢hildre
T his guidance provides further information about the different forms of do mestic abuse (includi
te 9 e hip abuse and child to parent abuse) and the impact of domestic abuse on children

Physical ABUSE. ... ... ..... (. . (i tr ciiih e ey eveive e erekiee. inie e
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Emotional AbUSe. ... ... . . .. o e e e e e e s e e e e

persistent advoerse
that they are worth
another person 1t
silencing them o«

develap moentally Ina
that are beyond a
e xploration and lear
secing or hearing th
causing childaren fre
S o me level of emoti
aloon e

activities, not neces
is hapopoening. T hoe a
fap e or oral sex) or
of clotning They moa
the production of, s
inappropriate ways,
and technology can
moales Woo omoen can

likely to result in the
preagnancy as a res.u
or carer falling to

ffects on the child's e motional develop ment It may involve conveying to a child
less or wunloved, inadeaquate, or valued only insofar as they moeet the needs of
moay include not giving the child op portunities to exopress their views, deliberately
moaking fun‘ of what they say or ho w they com m unicate It moay feature age or
ppropriate expectations belng i moposed on children These m ay include interactions
cnildrs develop mental capability, as woell as o v erprotection and limitation ot
ninmg, or preventing the child participating in norm al social interaction. It may involve
e ill-treat m ent of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyber bullying),
@ uently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children
o nal abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, thowgh it may ocecur
Wal abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual
s arily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what
tivities m ay involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (for examople,
non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside
y also include nomn-contact activities, such as involving c¢hildren in looking at, or in
X ual im a ges, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually
or groo ming a child in preparation for abuse S exual abuse can take place online,
be wsed to facilitate offline abuse Sexwual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adoult
also com mit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children

the persistent failure to meet a child's basic physical and/or psychological needs,
serious i mopairment of the child's health or develop ment Neglect may occur during
It of m oaternal substance abouse O nce a child is born, neglect may involve a poarent
@uate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from ho me or abandon ment),;
i1d fro m physical and e m otional harm or danoager;

Wate supervision (including the wuse of inadeaquate caregivers);

Ss to apoproopriate moedical care or treat moent; or

able education

neglect of, or wunresoponsiveness to, a child's basic emotional needs

e on the sigans wohich moay indicate abuse and neaglect see W hoat to do if you're
n g s b us ed (20 15)

ed to m e et the abowve principles by ensuring thoat

t Services Ltd has robust safer recruitment processes that ensures that those who
o be a risk to children do not gain access to them; those whose actions suagagest
e a risk to children are detected at the earliest stage and prevented from continulng
children; and that those who intend to do harm are prevented at every possible


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2
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liatsing with other sgencies snd profession als

° S upporting staff a n d candidates involved in s afeguarding incidents a n d a s sisti
challenging o reporting poor or uwnsafe practice

° R eferring a ny allegations of ab us e o r s afegwuarding conceronns t o t hoe relevoant c hild
care and if relevant, the police and/or the Local Authority's Designated O0fficer (LAD
to @0 this, the DS L will need to consult the Local Safeguarding Partnaership Arrason
the area in wohich the organisation is locsted. Further details on referral routes ar
Woorking Together to Safeguara Children (2026) and in Keeping Chilgren Safe i
(20 2 5)

° R e porting con cerons t oo thoe Disclos ure an d B arring S ervice (Db B S ), this m oa y b e w
moe moboer or caonodiaaste has been iz omissed or left, wohoere serious concerns have
b ut their conduwct or boehaviour, and the coomopoaony boelieves they pose a risk to c
DS L will coom plete the necessary referral docu moents to the D oS and liaise with thoe
(fthey mave any further questions regarding the stoeff moe moboer or caondidate

° K e e ping senior moaonoag e moe nt apopraised of any safeguarding incidents aond their oout

o Liaising w it h th e Co m p any’ s Co m plianc.e 0 fficer a n d s enior m a n a g e mm e nt regarding
KUl de v elopm e nt program moes avoailable to staff and caon didates

° P oilicy @evelop moent (or overseeing this, including ensuring that all policies are upa
Womem needed, but in aay event on s annoual boasis

b een Coons ult Services Ltd Is also com mitted to protecting children through a careful recr
selection process (Safer Recruitment), a W histleblowing Policy and g uidance on apoproopriat
(Code of Conduct) These policies showuld be read alonagside this policy

D een Consult Services Ltd’'s rigorous procedures, following ASPCo's Co mpliance + process

A1l recruit ment decisions are made in line with DB S filtering rules and the Rehabilitation o

6. Responding to Safeguarding Concerns

° O b s erving Deen Consult Services Lta policies and processes including any Code of

° Attending the reco m moen daed training and  keeping thoeir skills anda ko wiledge
Safeguacrding a4 safer recruitomoent up to date

° R e p orting a ny concer s arising fro m m e eting can didates o r carrying o ut pre-place
fo the D SL woitnout @elay an@ moaking a clear written record of all relevant infor m
passed to the DSt

® R e porting a ny c o ncer s arising fro m or g anisation visits/ placem e nts t o tohoe
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-barring-referrals-to-the-dbs
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Appendix

List of relevant legislation and guidance governing this policy

Legislation/ Regulation/ guidance Web Address

Keeping Children Safe in Education https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education-
2

Children Act 1989 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents

Care Act 2014 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/23/contents

The Children Act 2004 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents

Disqualification under the Childcare https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-

Act 2006 childcare-act-2006/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006

Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/53

Counter Terrorism and Security Act https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/6/contents

2015 (including the 'Prevent Duty')

Modern Slavery Act 2015 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/30/contents

Human Rights Act 1998 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents

Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/31/contents

Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/47/contents

2006

United Nations Convention on the https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/unicef-convention-

Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989 rights-child-uncrc.pdf

(Ratified by the UK in 1992)

Working Together to Safeguard https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65cb4349a7ded0000c79e4el/Wor

Children 2026 (HM Government) king together to safeguard children 2026 - statutory guidance.pdf

The Prevent Duty guidance: England https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance

and Wales(Home Office).

Information Sharing: Guidance for https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66320b06c084007696fca731/Info

practitioners and managers providing sharing_advice content May 2024.pdf

safeguarding services 2024 (HM

Government).

Guidance for safer working practice https://www.saferrecruitmentconsortium.org/ files/ugd/f576a8 0d079cbe69ead5

for those working with children and 8e9e99fe462e447084.pdf

young people in education settings
(Safer Recruitment Consortium)

What to do if you’re worried a child is https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a80597640f0b62302692fal/What

being abused - Guidance (HM to do if you re worried a child is being abused.pdf

Government)

Local Safeguarding https://consult.education.gov.uk/child-protection-safeguarding-and-family-
Partners/Arrangements law/working-together-to-safeguard-children-revisions-

t/supporting documents/Transitional.pdf
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